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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 25 and 37 - 39 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
with respect to Claim 25, there is insufficient antecedent basis for "said second, 

front paths" in line 16 and "said rotatable forme cylinders" in line 14 should be changed 
to -said rotatable forme cylinder--; and 

with respect to Claims 37 - 39, "ink application paths" in line 4 should be changed 
to -ink paths-; and 

with respect to Claims 37 and 39, there is insufficient antecedent basis (there are 
only two defined paths in the independent claims 23 and 30, which are already 
interrupted) for "said rear ink path" in the last line, which should be changed to --a third, 
rear ink from said first ink distribution cylinder via said third ink distribution cylinder to 
said rotatable forme cylinder-, as defined in Claim 25. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 23 - 29, 35 and 37 - 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hummel et al. (Patent No.: US 6871590). 

With respect to Claim 23, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) as well as Column 5 lines 1 1 - 35 and Column 6 Lines 12 - 25: a printing 
group of a printing press comprising: 

a forme cylinder (2) supported for rotation in said printing press; 

an inking system (5-17) adapted for use to supply ink to said rotatable forme 
cylinder (2); 

first, second and third ink distribution cylinders (9, 6 and 8) in said inking system; 
a plurality of inking rollers and ink application rollers (5(1) - 5 (4)) in said inking 
system; 

a first, front ink path (9-11-6 -5(1 )-2) from said first ink distribution cylinder (9) to 
at least one movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers and to said rotatable 
forme cylinder (2) via said second ink distribution cylinder (6); 

a second, rear ink path (9-1 1-6-5(2)-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) to said rotatable forme 
cylinder (2), said first ink path being before, in a sequence of ink applications to said 
forme cylinder (2), and in a direction of rotation (arrow) of said forme cylinder (2), said 
second ink path; and 

means supporting at least said one movable one (1 1 ) of said inking rollers for 
movement in said inking system between at least first and second positions (double- 
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arrows) and wherein said second ink path (9-1 1-6-5(2)-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) is supplied with 
ink selectively (periodically in line 23) by direct contact between said at least one 
movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers, and one of said first ink distribution 
cylinder (9) and said second ink distribution cylinder (6) in accordance with said position 
of said at least one movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers. 

With respect to Claim 24, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) as well as Column 5 lines 1 1 - 35 and Column 6 Lines 1 2 - 25: the 
printing group of claim 23 wherein said at least one movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of 
inking rollers in said second inking path can be selectively brought into contact with said 
first ink distribution cylinder (9) and said second ink distribution cylinder (6). 

With respect to Claim 25, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) as well as Column 5 lines 1 1 - 35 and Column 6 Lines 1 2 - 25: a printing 
group of a printing press comprising: 

a forme cylinder (2) supported for rotation in said inking press; 

an inking system adapted to supply ink to said rotatable forme cylinder (2); 

first, second and third ink distribution cylinders (9, 6 and 8) in said inking system; 

means supporting at least one (1 1) of said plurality of inking rollers for movement 
in said inking system between at least first and second positions (double-arrows); 

a first, front ink path (9-11-6 -5(1 )-2) from said first ink distribution cylinder (9) via 
said at least one movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers and said second ink 
distribution cylinder (6) to said rotatable forme cylinder (2); 
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a second ink path (9-1 1 -6-5(2)-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) from said third ink distribution 
cylinder (7/8) to said rotatable forme cylinder (2); and 

a third, rear ink path (9-10-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) from said first ink distribution cylinder 
(9) via said third ink distribution cylinder (8) to said rotatable forme cylinder (2), said first 
ink path (9-11-6 -5(1 )-2) being before, in a sequence of ink applications to said rotatable 
forme cylinder(2), said second and third ink paths, said at least one movable one (1 1) of 
said plurality of inking rollers selectively (periodically in line 23) opening and closing 
(double-arrows) said first and said second, front ink paths while said third path is 
uninterrupted. 

With respect to Claim 26, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) as well as Column 5 lines 1 1 - 35 and Column 6 Lines 1 2 - 25: the printing 
group of claim 25 wherein said at least one movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking 
rollers which is supported for movement (double-arrows) can be selectively (periodically 
in line 23) brought into contact with and out of contact (Fig. 5) with said second 
distribution cylinder (6). 

With respect to Claims 27 and 28, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked 
up attachment) and Column 3 Lines 4-12: the printing group of claims 23 and 25 
further including a dampening system (3) in said printing group and having at least one 
dampening fluid distribution cylinder (as marked) and at least one dampening fluid 
application roller (wetting agent application roller in line 9), said at least one dampening 
fluid application roller (wetting agent application roller in line 9) being supported for 
movement (integrated in line 4 and separated in line 9) between selected positions (see 
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marked up attachment) wherein dampening agent can be applied from said at least one 
dampening fluid application roller (wetting agent application roller in line 9) selectively to 
one of said ink distribution cylinders (6) and then to said forme cylinder (2) and directly 
to said forme cylinder (2). 

With respect to Claim 29, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) as well as Column 5 lines 1 1 - 35 and Column 6 Lines 1 2 - 25: the printing 
group of claim 23 further including a second movable one (10) of said plurality of inking 
rollers adapted to selectively (double-arrows) interrupt and close an ink path (9-10-7- 
5(2)-6-5(1 )-2) from said first ink distribution cylinder (9) to said second ink distribution 
cylinder (6). 

With respect to Claim 35, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment) and Column 3 Lines 4-12: the printing group of claim 23 wherein said 
dampening fluid application roller (wetting agent application roller) is adapted to be 
brought into contact (not separated) with said rotatable forme cylinder (2). 

With respect to Claim 37, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment), Column 6 Lines 12-25 and Column 3 Lines 4-12: the printing group of 
claims 27 wherein said inking system and said dampening system (3) are changeable 
between a normal operation (as shown in Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment)) wherein 
ink and dampening fluid are applied via said second distribution cylinder (6), a blind 
plate operation (1 1 is lifted as upper arrow indicated without contacting with 6) wherein 
said first (9-11-6 -5(1 )-2) and second (9-1 1-6-5(2)-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) ink paths are 
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interrupted and dampening fluid application is accomplished by said dampening system 
(3) and said second distribution cylinders (6), and a special production wherein 
dampening fluid application is accomplished through said dampening system (3) and 
said second distribution cylinder (6) and inking is accomplished only via a third, rear ink 
path (9-10-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) from said first ink distribution cylinder (9) via said third ink 
distribution cylinder (8) to said rotatable forme cylinder (2). 

With respect to Claim 38, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment), Column 6 Lines 12-25 and Column 3 Lines 4-12: the printing group of 
claims 28 wherein said inking system and said dampening system (3) are changeable 
between a normal operation (as shown in Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment)) wherein 
ink and dampening fluid are applied via said second distribution cylinder (6), a blind 
plate operation (1 1 is lifted as upper arrow indicated without contacting with 6) wherein 
said first (9-11-6 -5(1 )-2) and second (9-1 1-6-5(2 )-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) ink paths are 
interrupted and dampening fluid application is accomplished by said dampening system 
(3) and said second distribution cylinders (6), and a special production wherein 
dampening fluid application is accomplished through said dampening system (3) and 
said second distribution cylinder (6) and inking is accomplished only via said rear ink 
path (9-10-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 30 - 34, 36 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hummel et al. in view of Fischer (Patent No.: US 4290360). 

With respect to Claim 30, Hummel et al. disclose in Fig. 4 (see marked up 
attachment), Column 6 Lines 1 2 - 25 and Column 3 Lines 4 - 1 2: a printing group of a 
printing press comprising: 

a forme cylinder (2) supported for rotation in said printing press; 

an inking system (5-17) adapted to supply ink to said rotatable forme cylinder 

(2); 

first, second and third ink distribution cylinders (9, 6, and 8) in said inking system; 

a plurality of inking rollers and ink application rollers (5(1 ) - 5 (4)) in said inking 
system; 

a dampening system (3) including at least one dampening fluid distribution 
cylinder (as marked) and at least one dampening fluid application roller (wetting agent 
application roller in line 9); 
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means supporting at least one (11) of said plurality of said inking rollers and one 
(5(1 )) of said plurality of ink application rollers for movement between selected positions 
in said inking system; 

a first, front ink path (9-1 1 -6-5(2)-7-5(3)-2) formed from said first ink distribution 
cylinder (9) via said second ink distribution cylinder (6) and said third ink distribution 
cylinder (7) to said forme cylinder (2); 

a second, rear ink path (9-1 1-6-5(2)-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2); 

means supplying dampening agent from said at least one dampening fluid 
distribution cylinder (as marked) and said at least one dampening fluid application roller 
(wetting agent application roller) to said forme cylinder (2) wherein said second ink 
distribution cylinder (6) can be selectively assigned to only said inking system (operable 
without 3), to only said dampening system (Fig. 5) and to both said inking system and 
said dampening system (Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment)) by selective positioning of 
said movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers and said at least one dampening 
fluid application rollers (wetting agent application roller separated or not separated from 
2). 

Hummel et al. do not teach the dampening fluid application roller is axially 
movable. 

However, Fischer teaches in Figs. 1 - 2 as well as column 2 lines 38 -39 and 
column 3 lines 14-50: in this five-roller dampening system (dampening fluid pick-up 
roller 5, damping fluid transfer roller 6, movable dampening fluid application roller 10, 
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ink distribution roller 15 and ink application roller 16), the dampening fluid transfer roller 
or dampening distribution cylinder (6) is axially movable. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention was made to have modified Hummel et al's machine by using 
Fischer's dampening system including an axially movable dampening fluid distribution 
cylinder for the purpose of providing a uniformity of dampening fluid on the dampening 
fluid application roller to increase the printing quality. 

This modification/combination meets all the limitations of Claim 30. 

With respect to Claim 31 , the modification/combination meets all the limitations of 
Claim 31 (Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment), Column 6 Lines 12-25 and Column 3 
Lines 4 - 1 2 of Hummel et al.): the printing group of claim 30 wherein said at least 
movable one (1 1 ) of said plurality of said inking rollers is movably supported in said 
inking system and said dampening fluid application roller (wetting agent application 
roller) is movably supported in said dampening system (3) wherein said second ink 
distribution cylinder (6) is selectively assigned to ink application (operable without 3), to 
ink and dampening fluid application (Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment)), and to 
dampening fluid application (Fig. 5) by said selective positioning of said movable one 
(1 1 ) of said plurality of inking rollers and said at least one dampening fluid application 
roller (wetting agent application roller separated or not separated from 2). 
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With respect to Claims 32 - 34, the modification/combination meets all the 
limitations of Claims 32 - 34 (Figs. 1 - 2 and column 3 lines 14 -35 of Fischer): the 
dampening system is a five-roller dampening system. 

With respect to Claim 36, the modification/combination meets all the limitations of 
Claim 36 (Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment) and Column 3 Lines 4 - 12 of Hummel et 
al.): the printing group of claim 30 wherein said dampening fluid application roller 
(wetting agent application roller) is adapted to be brought into contact (not separated) 
with said rotatable forme cylinder (2). 

With respect to Claim 39, the modification/combination meets all the limitations of 
Claim 39 (Fig. 4 (see marked up attachment) and Column 3 Lines 4 - 12 of Hummel et 
al.): the printing group of claims 27 wherein said inking system and said dampening 
system (3) are changeable between a normal operation (as shown in Fig. 4 (see 
marked up attachment)) wherein ink and dampening fluid are applied via said second 
distribution cylinder (6), a blind plate operation (11 is lifted as upper arrow indicated 
without contacting with 6) wherein said first (9-1 1 -6 -5(1 )-2) and second (9-1 1 -6-5(2)-7- 
5(3)-8-5(4)-2) ink paths are interrupted and dampening fluid application is accomplished 
by said dampening system (3) and said second distribution cylinders (6), and a special 
production wherein dampening fluid application is accomplished through said 
dampening system (3) and said second distribution cylinder (6) and inking is 
accomplished only via a third, rear ink path (9-10-7-5(3)-8-5(4)-2) from said first ink 
distribution cylinder (9) via said third ink distribution cylinder (8) to said rotatable forme 
cylinder (2). 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yuan L. Chen whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3799. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/yd 



/Ren LYan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



